Healthy Pets, Healthy Family

Internal Parasites can be a major problem for our beloved pets!  Most internal parasites are transmitted by the fecal-oral route, i.e.; our pets may ingest some of the microscopic eggs in another animals’ stool or in the soil.  However, some parasites are spread to unborn or newborn puppies and kittens through the placenta or their mothers’ milk.  In fact as many as 96% of young puppies and kittens are infected with some type of internal parasite!

In Southwest Michigan the most prevalent of these parasites are roundworms, hookworms, whipworms, and tapeworms.  The parasite eggs live in the animal’s gastrointestinal tract and are passed into the feces.  They can cause dangerous health repercussions to the pet including vomiting and diarrhea, abdominal pain, anemia (low red blood cell count resulting in less oxygen to the pet), and in severe cases, death.  

The worms or worm segments can often be visualized in the pet’s stool or around the anus.  At Mattawan Animal Hospital we can diagnose these parasites by performing a fecal centrifugation test.  We recommend that all pets be tested at least once yearly to prevent a parasite infestation problem. 

Some of these parasites are contagious to humans and are thus termed “zoonotic”.  Children are especially susceptible because they may be less diligent with proper handwashing and will put just about anything into their mouths!

To keep our pets and indirectly our entire families free of these nasty parasites, Mattawan Animal Hospital prescribes a number of different dewormers.  Our newest product is called Profender.  It is topically applied on the cat’s skin and absorbed; it is very convenient for cats that do not like to take pills.  One dose kills roundworms, hookworms, whipworms, and tapeworms.  After the pet is free of parasites, he or she may be placed on a parasite control plan to keep the pet and the rest of the family healthy and parasite free! 

