Spaying or Neutering Your Pet

If a planned pregnancy is not in the future for your pet, it is strongly recommended that he or she be spayed (female) or neutered (male) at 6 months of age.  Spaying and neutering your pet decreases the risk of such diseases as mammary tumors (breast cancer), ovarian and uterine cancers, pyometra (infected uterus), testicular cancers, and prostate infections and cancers.  Spaying or neutering can also create a more desirable pet by preventing, decreasing, or eliminating such behaviors as spraying or inappropriate urination, aggression, roaming and fighting between animals.  Spaying dogs and cats also prevents them from having bothersome heat cycles.

We routinely perform spays and neuters at the Mattawan Animal Hospital.  The procedure in a female involves removal of the ovaries and entire uterus (ovariohysterectomy) through a small incision in the abdomen.  In males, the testicles are removed through a small incision in the genital region.  Both procedures are performed under general anesthesia.  The surgeries may be performed with a scalpel (traditional method) or with a laser (less pain, less bleeding, quicker recovery time).  These surgeries are admitted in the morning and most uncomplicated surgeries are sent home that same day.

We recommend pre-surgical blood work for all surgeries admitted to the hospital.  The blood work includes a liver panel, kidney panel, glucose, and total protein measurement.  The results of the blood work help us to choose the best anesthesia protocol for your pet.  The blood work also may show us abnormalities that should be medically addressed to keep your pet healthy.  

Aftercare instructions are provided and explained by one of our trained staff members.  Rechecks are provided if needed for these surgeries and sutures are removed 2 weeks post-operatively in female dogs at no charge.  Pain medication is encouraged at Mattawan Animal Hospital to insure that all pets have a smooth and comfortable recovery.

Please schedule your pet’s spay or neuter appointment today!

