Dog Vaccinations

The following is a description of the diseases that we vaccinated for at the Mattawan Animal Hospital.  All of the following vaccinations are recommended by our clinic and some are required for certain circumstances such as boarding, grooming, and puppy classes.  It is advised to check with each individual boarding, grooming, and training facility as to which vaccinations are needed; the necessary vaccines should be given at least 10 days prior to the boarding, grooming, etc. event to insure proper immunity status.

1. Canine Distemper –This is a virus that can cause respiratory (sneezing, coughing, runny nose), gastrointestinal (vomiting and diarrhea), and neurological signs (seizures and muscle twitching).  It is widespread and often fatal.  This is a recommended vaccination by our clinic.
2. Canine Hepatitis – This is a condition caused by an adenovirus.  Our vaccination contains the Adenovirus Type II.  This disease causes respiratory signs and may be involved in the kennel cough complex.  This is a recommended vaccination by our clinic.
3. Canine Leptospirosis – This is an infection caused by a spirochete bacteria which may lead to kidney damage and death.  It can also be spread to humans and other animals.  This is a recommended vaccination by our clinic.

4. Canine Parainfluenza – This is involved in the kennel cough complex.  It usually causes a mild respiratory infection but can be severe when it affects puppies or debilitated dogs.  This is a recommended vaccination by our clinic.

5. Canine Parvovirus – This is a virus that can cause sever vomiting and diarrhea.  It usually affects puppies and causes death by dehydration.  This is a recommended vaccination by our clinic.

**The above vaccinations are offered as a 5-way combination vaccine.

6. Rabies – This is a virus that affects the central nervous system in dogs.  It can be transferred to humans and other animals by a bite of an affected animal and is almost always fatal.  This is a recommended vaccination by our clinic and is required by the state of Michigan.

7. Kennel Cough – Also called Infectious tracheobronchitis, the main causative agent of this disease is the bacteria Bordetella bronchiseptica.  Other viruses and bacteria are thought to be involved in the “kennel cough complex” (see above).  This disease causes a dry or productive hacking cough.  Eye and nasal secretions may also be seen.  This is a recommended vaccination by our clinic and is required by many boarding and grooming facilities.

8. Lymes – This is caused by the spirochete bacteria, Borrelia burgdorferi.  The condition is transferred to dogs by deer ticks and can be transmitted year-round.  The disease causes lameness and inflamed joints, decreased appetite, lethargy, fever, increased lymph nodes, and, in severe cases death.  This is a recommended vaccination by our clinic.

9. Coronavirus – This is a virus that causes mild gastrointestinal signs.  It is not usually a serious disease and the vaccination is not very efficacious.  We do not recommend this vaccination regularly but have it available for dogs in high-risk situations.
