Mattawan Animal Hospital

50588 C.R. 652

Mattawan, MI  49071

269-668-3307

A full service animal hospital since 1976

We at Mattawan Animal Hospital would like to keep the public informed on the various aspects of veterinary medicine.  We hope this newsletter will aid in that goal.
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My!  What pretty teeth you have…

What is the number one disease seen by veterinarians in general practice?  What is the most under-treated disease in veterinary medicine?  The same answer may be given to both of these questions, periodontal disease or dental disease.  Dental disease is so prevalent, in fact, that by three years of age, 70% of cats and 80% of dogs will be afflicted with some form of dental disease.

The underlying cause of periodontal disease is bacteria.  The bacteria form a plaque that is the primary cause of gingivitis, or swollen gums.  Bacteria and their by-products reside between the tooth and the gingiva (gum tissue).  The bacteria elicit a local inflammatory response and this process subsequently destroys the tissues around the tooth.  The destruction of tissue ultimately leads to periodontal disease and tooth loss.

Pet owners may see a variety of signs that possibly indicate gingivitis or the more advanced periodontal disease.  

Signs of Periodontal Disease:

· Bad breath (halitosis)

· Weight loss

· Head tilting

· Excessive salivation

· Difficulty chewing

· Spilling food from the mouth

· Pawing at the mouth

· Not wanting to eat

· Rubbing face/head on the ground

· Crying in pain while eating

Even before the pet owner sees these signs, however, a veterinarian may notice more subtle clues such as swollen or bleeding gums, broken teeth, or tartar accumulation.  The problems may be improved dramatically or altogether eliminated by a dental prophylaxis (dental cleaning) and/or an at-home dental program.

Plaque begins to accumulate on the teeth in as little as six hours after a professional dental cleaning.  For this reason, an at-home dental program is imperative following every dental prophylaxis.  Dental care provided by pet 

owners can also be used to prevent advanced dental disease in dogs and cats whose teeth and gums are mildly affected.  The pet owner administers home dental care.

Home Dental Care includes:

Good

-
to Chew

Better

-
to Rinse

Best

-
to Brush

The products used in your pet’s mouth to improve dental health should be labeled for companion animal use and veterinary approved.  You can find a variety of products for your pet’s dental needs at Mattawan Animal Hospital.

Without proper prevention and/or intervention of periodontal disease many other serious health conditions may arise.  The inflamed gum tissue harbors bacteria; the bacteria can become blood-borne and cause disease in other areas of the body such as the heart, liver, and kidneys.

In order to prevent these painful dental problems that may lead to life threatening conditions, Mattawan Animal Hospital recommends having your pet’s teeth and mouth examined by a veterinarian once to twice yearly.  Based on the examination findings, either a dental cleaning may be recommended with at-home dental care instructions or in more minor cases, home-dental care alone may be discussed.

Research in both people and pets has proven that good dental health improves quality of life by reducing or eliminating pain and it extends life expectancy.   

Proper dental care is one additional step that we can take to keep our loved companion friends happy, healthy, and pain free!
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Mattawan Animal Hospital has declared November as Dental Healthcare Month!  For the month of November, we will be discounting dental cleanings by 10%.  Your pet will also go home with a special bag filled with trial-sizes of at home dental products.  

Please call 269-668-3307 to schedule a dental cleaning for your cat or dog.

Continuing Education
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Dr. Skarich recently attended a continuing educational conference in Bay Harbor, MI.  This conference covered the latest developments in intestinal parasite prevalence and control.  Annual fecal checks are highly recommended to keep you and your pets healthy.

A Special Note from Dr. Flanagan, DVM

Hello everyone, it has been more than five months since I started my position as the fourth veterinarian at Mattawan Animal Hospital.  I’ve already had the pleasure of meeting many of you and your pets.  I can see how well loved and cared for your animals are, and I’ve been fortunate to be so warmly received by the clientele as the “new vet”.  What a great place to work!


Here at Mattawan Animal Hospital, I enjoy a positive, team-oriented environment.  Doctors routinely consult over difficult medical and surgical cases, and the veterinary assistants work tremendously well together.  The staff is extremely well educated and proficient.  In my opinion, Drs. Tom Griffiths, Nick Skarich and Christine Williamson are some of the most skillful and knowledgeable veterinarians anywhere.  In addition, Dr. Griffiths has supplied the clinic with the latest technology: an ultrasound machine, a CO2 laser and new blood test machines.

Although I was raised in Portage, I have been away from western Michigan for close to twenty years.  It’s great to be back.  My family is enjoying a wonderful quality of life in this community, and I am lucky to work in a veterinary practice where your pet is treated with the best possible care.  Your cherished animals are in good hands at Mattawan Animal Hospital!

Kelly Flanagan, DVM

[image: image4.wmf]
