Mattawan Animal Hospital

50588 CR 652

Mattawan, MI 49071

(269)668-3307

Serving the community for over 30 years

Fall is here and with the fall comes colder weather.  To help our furry friends stay safe, warm and happy as the climate changes to winter follow these guidelines:

· Provide outdoor pets with an enclosed area that blocks winds and cold such as a garage, barn or insulated dog house.

· Check outdoor water dishes to prevent freezing.

· For smaller dogs, a sweater can provide a barrier from wetness and snow.
· Antifreeze has a sweet taste to pets.  It is toxic and should be kept out of reach.
· Some sidewalk salts can cause sensitivity to your pet’s paws.  Check the packaging when making a purchase or wipe your pet’s feet as they come indoors.

· Before starting your car, bang on the hood.  Cats often climb up in engines to stay warm.
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Does your dog spend time in wooded areas or low-growing grasslands?  Is your dog outdoors during peak tick season? If you answer “yes” to either of these questions, your dog is at an increased risk of contracting Lyme disease.

The year of 2007 has brought with it an increase in the cases of Lyme disease diagnosed at the Mattawan Animal Hospital.  Lyme disease is a multi-system disorder transmitted by deer ticks. The disease causes lameness and inflamed joints, decreased appetite, lethargy, fever, increased lymph nodes, and, in severe cases, death.

To protect your dog, vaccinate annually against Lyme disease and apply topical tick control products monthly.  

With the holidays right around the corner, many pet owners will be taking advantage of local boarding facilities.  Often, vaccinations are required as a prerequisite for boarding. Please call us to inquire about the currency of you pet’s immunizations.  Bordetella vaccine, a.k.a. Kennel Cough, is highly recommended for any dogs that are being boarded and/or groomed.  The veterinarians at MAH have diagnosed multiple cases of kennel cough in the past few months.  It is a difficult strain of the disease to treat and it is highly contagious.  Symptoms of kennel cough include a hacking cough and, at times, eye and nasal secretions may also be seen.  For optimal results, vaccinate your dog seven days prior to boarding and/or grooming.

Upcoming Newsletter Topics

· Dog Licensing Guidelines for Van Buren/Kalamazoo Counties

· Parasite Control

We wish you and your pets a fall filled with fun and happiness!

The Veterinarians and Staff of Mattawan Animal Hospital
