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A full service animal hospital since 1976

We at Mattawan Animal Hospital would like to keep the public informed on the various aspects of veterinary medicine. We hope this newsletter will aid in that goal.
www.mattawananimalhospital.com
BEWARE of these 
Common Wintertime Hazards
And Other Household Indoor/Outdoor Items

· Poinsettias (Christmas Rose), if eaten, can cause pain in the mouth and stomach, nausea, vomiting, and diarrhea.

· Turkey bones should be avoided as pet treats. These bones can splinter easily causing a choking hazard.
· Chocolate has the toxic ingredient – theobromine.  This chemical can cause stomach upset, heart problems and even neurological signs such as excitement and seizures.  A potentially lethal dose for a 14lb dog would be approximately 120 grams (4 ounces) of baking chocolate or 450 grams (15 ounces) of milk chocolate.
· Antifreeze is highly toxic, rapidly absorbed and has a mortality rate.  Animals are attracted to the sweet smell and taste of antifreeze, and will often sample some if left out in a container or spilled on the garage floor. Always store antifreeze out of reach and clean up spills. Success of treatment is dependent upon quick treatment. If you suspect that your animal has come into contact with antifreeze, please contact MAH immediately.
· De-icing chemicals, including salt, can irritate the pads of your pet’s feet. Wipe your pet’s feet with a damp towel after coming indoors.

· Warm automobile engines can attract small animals, which may crawl under the hood seeking warmth. To avoid injuring hiding animals, bang on your car’s hood to scare them off before starting your engine.

Poison Control ~ 1-800-222-1222.
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When the Weather Outside is Frightful…

Pets that spend a large amount of time outdoors in the winter need more food. Maintaining warmth depletes their energy. Routinely check your pet’s water dish to ensure the water is fresh and not frozen. To prevent your pet’s tongue from freezing to a metal bowl, try using plastic water bowls. 
Wind-chill is a threat to pets, even those protected by shelters.  It is highly recommended that outdoor dogs be protected by a dry, draft-free shelter that is large enough to allow the dog to both sit and lie down comfortably, but small enough to retain body heat. The floor should be elevated a few inches off the ground and covered with cedar shavings or straw. The entrance of the doghouse should be turned to face away from prevailing winds, and the entrance should be covered with a flap of heavy waterproof fabric or heavy plastic.

Boarding/Grooming

As many plan to travel and board their pets during the winter season, most kennels will require the Bordatella vaccine to protect their dog from Kennel Cough.  We recommend this vaccine whenever your board or groom your dog – optimally at least 7 days prior.  Kennel Cough is highly contagious and may take up to 3 – 10 days to show signs of infection.  The primary clinical signs include harsh, dry coughing, which may be followed by retching and gagging.
Licensing your Dog

Kalamazoo and VanBuren Dog Licenses are now available at MAH thru March 1, 2009.  After this date, there will be a late fee assigned to the license and you will have to go to the county’s designated location to purchase them.  

PLEASE NOTE:  To expedite processing, please bring any renewal forms you received in the mail from your county. You may purchase your license with either CASH or CHECK. Credit Cards will not be accepted.
Please see www.mattawananimalhospital.com for more details.
Kalamazoo County
Spayed/Neutered Dog


-$12
Dog less than 1 year old


-$12
Unaltered dog older than 1 year old
-$32
*Prices above include a $2 convenience fee

VanBuren County
1 Year License
Spayed/Neutered Dog


-$5
Unaltered Dog




-$10
Puppies 4 - 6 months old


-$5

3 Year License - 
Rabies vaccination must expire after 4-1-2011
Spayed/Neutered Dog


-$15
Unaltered Dog




-$30
Opening Soon!
-In partnership with MAH

We welcome you to experience Mattawan Pet Supplies’ unparalleled customer service.  Pet obedience classes will be offered!  Browse thru their vast array of high-quality pet food and healthcare products.  For the pampered pet, gourmet biscuits and pet apparel await you.  All this…and more!  Soon, a money saving postcard will be arriving at your door!
Mattawan Pet Supplies 269-668-7381.  [image: image2.png]
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