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Mattawan, MI 49071

269-668-3307

A full service animal hospital since 1976

[image: image11.wmf]We at Mattawan Animal Hospital would like to keep the public informed on the various aspects of veterinary medicine. We hope this newsletter will aid in that goal.
www.mattawananimalhospital.com
  It’s                                 Time!
Yes, it’s that time of year again....Time to think about protecting your beloved companion animals from Heartworms, Fleas and Ticks!
Heartworms

Dogs and cats of any age or breed are susceptible to infection.  Mosquitoes are Equal Opportunity Infectors.

Mosquitoes transmit heartworm larvae from infected animals to healthy dogs and cats.  Heartworm disease is a serious and potentially fatal condition caused by parasitic worms living in the lungs and heart of dogs, cats and other species of mammals.

Because heartworm disease is preventable, Mattawan Animal Hospital and the American Heartworm Society (heartwormsociety.org) recommends that pets receive heartworm prevention year-round.   Heartworm prevention is safe, easy and inexpensive.  While treatment for heartworm disease in dogs is possible, it is a complicated and expensive process. It may take weeks for infected animals to recover.  At this time, there is no effective treatment for heartworm disease in cats, so it is vital that heartworm prevention be given to cats. 
For both dogs and cats, clinical signs of heartworm disease may not be recognized in the early stages. Heavily infected dogs may show clinical signs, including a mild, persistent cough, lethargy, reduced appetite and weight loss. Cats may display clinical signs that are non-specific, mimicking many other feline diseases.  Vomiting, gagging, difficulty or rapid breathing, lethargy and weight loss are some clinical signs of the disease.  Signs associated with the first stage of heartworm disease are often mistaken for feline asthma or allergic bronchitis, when in fact they are actually due to a syndrome newly defined as Heartworm Associated Respiratory Disease (HARD).

Mattawan Animal Hospital utilizes a combination test that checks for Heartworms, Ehrlichiosis – a tickborne bacterial infection that infects and kills white blood cells, and Lyme Disease.  Only three drops of blood are needed, with results conveniently produced in under nine minutes.  This test is recommended annually.
Ticks
Lyme Disease, discovered in dogs back in 1984,  is a bacterial infection transmitted by ticks.  The great majority of Lyme Disease transmissions are due to the bite of a very tiny tick commonly called the Deer Tick, or Black-legged Tick.  Lyme postive dogs have been identified in 48 states.
The bite of a tick is painless and generally goes unnoticed.   Their mouth secretes a type of “cement” and feeding generally starts within 30 minutes.  Risk of infection is greatly decreased if the infected tick is removed from your pet within the first 24 hours.  After 72 hours, the risk is high for infection.

The most common signs of infection are swollen, painful joints , fever, and enlarged regional lymph nodes.  Many times, though, clinical signs may not show until 2 – 5 months after the initial infection.  If caught early, Lyme Disease is treatable, therefore,  Mattawan Animal Hospital recommends annual Heartworm/Lyme Disease Testing along with annual Lyme Disease Vaccination to assure the best care for your pet!  

All dogs may receive the Lyme Disease vaccine.  To determine if your pet is susceptible to the disease, ask yourself these questions:
· Have I ever seen a tick on myself or my pet?

· Do I live near tall grass or woods?

· Do I hunt with my dog?

If you answered yes to even one of these questions, MAH highly recommends the use of a Flea/Tick Prevention product in combination with an annual Lyme Vaccination.
Do you know how to remove a tick from your pet? Visit www.mattawananimalhospital.com/news for some tips. 
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             Mattawan Pet Supplies
               Grand Opening Celebration 
       Saturday, April 25th
Join Mattawan Pet Supplies as they celebrate their Grand Opening!  Stop by for Amazing Sales, Prize Drawings, meet Pet Food Vendors and Geddes Groomed, Home Again microchipping Event - services provided by MAH,  and visit with the SPCA, Kalamazoo Animal Rescue and The Allies for Greyhounds.  Also enjoy hamburgers, hotdogs, Java Joint Coffee and Musical Entertainment!  See mattawanpetsupplies.com for more details!
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